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Saskatoon was ranked as one of the most
cost competitive cities in Midwest U.S./
Western Canada for food processing by
KPMG’s 2006 Competitive Alternatives
study.  Saskatoon was also #1 in all of
Midwest U.S./Western Canada for overall
cost competitiveness according to the study
of business costs across North America,
Europe and Asia Pacific.

The food processing sector is a strong
part of  Saskatoon’s economy, which is
home to many food processors large and
small, all contributing to Saskatoon’s
strong sense of community.

Saskatoon has the lowest manufacturers’
and processors’ corporate tax rates west
of Quebec. The Province of Saskatchewan
and the Government of Canada have
preferential tax rates for manufacturers and
processors. The combined federal/
provincial corporate income tax rate in
Saskatoon is one of the lowest in North
America at 36%. These preferential rates
include the Manufacturing and Processing Profits
Tax Reduction (reduction to as low as 10%
on the income tax rate for processor profits).

Saskatoon has highly competitive utility
and tax rates, with preferential rates for
processors. Saskatchewan has the lowest
provincial sales tax among the nine
provinces levying the tax, and companies
benefit from provincial sales tax credits on
inputs, including electricity and natural gas,
as well as all federal goods and services tax
payments. As well, the Manufacturing and
Processing Investment Tax Credit is a refundable
tax credit applied as a percentage of the total
capital cost of eligible building, machinery,
and equipment purchases.

Nationally recognized companies
located in Saskatoon include Maple Leaf
Consumer Foods Inc. (pork products),
Cargill Oilseed Processing (canola seed
products), Saskatoon Specialty Meats, and
New Food Classics (manufacturing of
value-added protein food), all of which have
significant export sales. For a comprehensive
list of food processors, please visit
www.buysaskatoon.com.

The food-processing sector also enjoys the
benefit of  solid infrastructure support:

Pilot Plant Corporation
www.pos.ca
POS Pilot Plant Corporation is the largest
pilot plant operation of its kind in North
America with 5 separate processing areas
and 11 fully-equipped laboratories in a
54,000 ft2 facility.  With a team of more
than 80 specialists and support staff, POS
is a conf idential contract research
organization for grams-to-tonnes process
and product development and specialty
toll processing, providing international
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clients with bioprocessing solutions.  By
establishing productive local and regional
partnerships, POS ensures that client
projects will enjoy successful development
as they move through from product
research to successful commercialization.

Saskatchewan Food Processors
Association
www.sfpa.sk.ca
SFPA’s goal is to encourage growth of the
Saskatchewan food and beverage industry
by assisting its members in meeting the
needs of the consumer through the
promotion of ‘Saskatchewan Made’
products in and beyond the province.
Saskatchewan made products provide
incentives to many importing countries due
to the reputations Canada and Sask-
atchewan have gained as pristine
environments, which produce safe, quality
products.

Saskatchewan Food Industry
Development Centre
www.foodcentre.sk.ca
The Food Centre assists in the planning
stages through to the packaged and labeled
product that is ready for test marketing.
They also provide business development
services including advice regarding funding
resources, marketing strategy, and human
resource development. After the initial
consultation, a technical service team will
be built to examine recipe standardization,
Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point
(HACCP) and quality assurance
applications relating to the new product.
This facility has also been established for
interim processing. The new product can be
developed from benchtop to pilot scale.
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Ø The food, crop, and
beverage processing
industry produces about
20% of Saskatchewan’s
total manufacturing and
processing output.

Ø Saskatchewan has 44%
of Canada’s farmland to
supply crops for this
industry.

Ø There are over 60 food
processors in the
Saskatoon region.

Ø The food processing
industry symbolizes the
success Saskatchewan
has enjoyed in diver-
sifying its economy and
developing value-added
products.

Ø Saskatchewan is the
North American centre
of excellence for
certified organic food,
beverage, and feed
products under common
private labels.

Ø This is Saskatchewan’s
largest area of potential
growth and fastest
growing sector of
S a s k a t c h e w a n ’ s
agriculture industry.

2005 University of Saskatchewan (U of S)
Graduates

Program      Diploma  Bach.  Master  Ph.D  Total

Agriculture                -       112            30      12       154

Arts & Science         3     1230           109      26    1368

Engineering           16       214            59       16      305

Medicine                   -         61             16      12        89

Nursing                     -      278             17        -      295

Pharmacy &
   Nutrition                -       100              5        5       110

Total                         19     1995          236      71     2321

Source: University of Saskatchewan

2004 Saskatchewan Institute of Applied
Science and Technology (SIAST) Kelsey
Campus Graduates

Program       Certificate/Diploma

Biotechnology 14

Chemical Technology 12

Food & Nutrition 10

Pharmacy Technician 22

Total 58

Source: Saskatchewan Institute of Applied Science and
Technology


