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With approximately 30% of the national ag-
biotechnology industry in Canada, Saskatoon
is internationally recognized as a leader in the
biotechnology sector because of the exceptional
infrastructure and the co-operation that exists both
within the industry and with all levels of
government. Companies located in Saskatoon
specialize in innovative biotechnology research and
development and take advantage of Saskatoon’s
scientific infrastructure, highly skilled labour force
and strong focus on research.

Over 30 biotechnology firms are located in
Saskatoon including BASF Canada, Bayer
CropScience, and Dow AgroSciences (international
companies), as well as Philom Bios Inc. and
Bioriginal Food & Science Corp. (local start-up
companies).  For a comprehensive overview of
the companies in the Saskatoon region, visit
www.buysaskatoon.com.

Saskatoon is among the lowest cost research
and development centres in North America.
Saskatoon received a #1 ranking in all of Midwest
U.S./Western Canada for overall cost
competitiveness.  Saskatoon ranks #1 in Midwest
U.S./Western Canada  in all three areas of  R & D
including biotechnology clinical trials and product
testing, according to KPMG’s 2006 Competitive
Alternatives study of business costs across North
America, Europe and Asia Pacific.

In the last decade, Saskatoon’s biotech-
nology research community has built the
critical mass for a strong, vibrant industry and
is among the strongest in the world. A close-
knit scientific community offers expertise in
biotechnology and genetics applied to a wide range
of  agriculture and food business. Saskatoon is a
leading world centre for oilseed and cereal
genomics. Major equipment, including labs,
greenhouses and pilot plant facilities, can be shared,
reducing costs to business. By concentrating
expertise and facilities in one place, Saskatoon
provides an atmosphere where new ideas can
flourish.

Innovation Place  www.innovationplace.com
Innovation Place, an 80-acre science park, is one
of the most successful, rapidly growing university-
related technology parks in North America.  Today,
2,200 staff, employed by 130 organizations in the
18 buildings within Innovation Place contribute
over $240 million per year to the economy of
Saskatoon and Saskatchewan.  Innovation Place

provides an excellent and cost-effective location
for R & D where tenants have access to facilities
like the Innovation Place Bioprocessing Centre, one
of the most advanced bioprocessing facilities in
Canada, the L.F. Kristjanson Biotechnology
Complex, which includes growth chambers, 43
greenhouse compartments and 9 furnished labs,
as well as enriched laboratories suitable for the life
sciences sector all within the same park.

Vaccine and Infectious Disease Organization
(VIDO)  www.vido.org
VIDO has distinguished itself over three decades
with ground-breaking vaccine technology, including
seven vaccine products, and aims to be a preferred
partner in vaccine development and
commercialization.  With its state-of-the-art
expansion in 2003 and plans for an International
Vaccine Centre (InterVac), VIDO is well equipped
to use the power of genomics to define the next
generation of products for both animal and human
health.

Canadian Light Source (CLS) synchrotron
www.lightsource.ca
The $173.4 million CLS synchrotron is one of the
largest science projects in Canada in more than 30
years.  The facility is a unique national resource that
will light the way to a new era of science and
innovation for academic, industrial and
governmental researchers.  New beamlines are
currently in construction.

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC)
Research Centre
res2.agr.gc.ca/saskatoon
The Saskatoon Research Centre is responsible
for developing effective insect and disease control
strategies for oilseed, cereal and forage crops.
The research farms total over 2,400 acres.

INNOVATION PLACE
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National Research Council Plant
Biotechnology Institute (NRC-PBI)
www.pbi-ibp.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
NRC-PBI works with colleagues and partners to
create new knowledge, and with industry, turn
that knowledge into commercial and economic
opportunity.  Ultimately, this research organization
aims to support and grow the Canadian
economy through strategic research in plant
biotechnology.  The Industry Partnership Facility’s
77,000 square feet of modern lab and office space
was built to house small to large sized plant science
companies who wish to incubate a research
program in Canada.

POS Pilot Plant Corporation  www.pos.ca
POS Pilot Plant Corporation is the largest pilot
plant operation of its kind in North America
with 5 separate processing areas and 11 fully-
equipped laboratories in a 54,000 ft2 facility.
With a team of more than 80 specialists and
support staff, POS is a confidential contract
research organization for grams-to-tonnes
process and product development and
specialt y tol l processing, providing
internat ional cl ients with bioprocessing
solutions.  By establishing productive local and
regional partnerships, POS ensures that client
projects will enjoy successful development as
they move through from product research to
successful commercialization.

University of Saskatchewan  (U of S)
www.usask.ca
As one of Canada’s major academic and research
institutions, the U of S is a driving force for
innovation.  The U of S excels in a broad range
of disciplines, from medicine and engineering
to agriculture, telecommunications and space
science.

Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC)
www.src.sk.ca
SRC takes leading-edge knowledge, develops
and applies it to unique Saskatchewan situations
and sells it globally.  The corporation has more
than 300 staff with annual revenues at $27.8
million and growing.  The Fermentation Pilot
Plant is ideally suited to provide production and
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CLS  SYNCHROTRON

Industry SuccessesIndustry SuccessesIndustry SuccessesIndustry SuccessesIndustry Successes

Ø Saskatoon enjoys an
excellent climate for
agricultural biotech-
nology with about 30%
of the national
agricultural bio-
technology industry
located in Saskatoon.

Ø University of Saskatch-
ewan research revenue
has nearly tripled in the
past decade. In 2005 -
2006, research revenue
was $106.9 million.

Ø D e v e l o p m e n t ,
marketing and dist-
ribution of the world’s
first commercial vet-
erinary vaccines using
genetic engineering.

Ø Development of DNA
microsatellites for
parentage testing and
gene mapping of llamas,
elk, sheep, goats and
swine.

Ø Publication of the first
textbook on food
biotechnology micro-
organisms.

Ø Enhancement of feeds
through leading edge
technology.

Ø Pioneering work on the
in- vitro fertilization of
domestic animals.

process development services, and supports
bacterial, fungal, algal, and recombinant
fermentations at 20 L to 300 L scale, under GLP
and BioSafety Level 2 conditions.  GenServe
Laboratories is a commercial plant genetics
facility that provides genetic services and applied
research to the biotechnology and agriculture
industries.  Bova-Can Laboratories provides
genetic services for pure-bred parentage
certifications and genetic disease and quantitative
trait screening, using blood typing and DNA
testing for traditional and specialty livestock.

Saskatchewan Structural Sciences Centre
(SSSC)  www.usask.ca/sssc
The $11.4 M SSSC is a multidisciplinary research
centre that complements the work done at the
CLS synchrotron and will drive ground-breaking
research in Canada.  SSSC includes state-of-the-
art equipment for probing the structure of
matter, work that can help scientists track
environmental toxins, build semiconductors,
create new plastics and develop new drugs to
fight cancer and heart attacks.  The centre serves
and trains scientists from universities, government
labs and the private sector across Canada.

Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA)
www.inspection.gc.ca
The CFIA provides diagnostic and research
services, methods development and scientific
information in the areas of chemical residue
analysis, parasitology, and seed analysis, thereby
assuring food safety and animal and plant health,
and supporting the agricultural industry.  The
agency has over 80 staff and approximately
54,000 square feet of functional laboratory
facilities at two locations.


