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Albertans beginning to turn their wagons
east

Saskatchewan offer s greener pasturesfor some people

By Blair Braitenbach
Staff reporter

For years Saskatchewan has stood in the
shadow of oil-rich Alberta, but as

housing markets and the cost of living
continue to rise, many are making the trek
east.

im Landry, originally from Saskatoon and

an Okotokian for nine years, is one such
person who has decided to pack up his family
and move to small-town Saskatchewan where
housing is still relatively affordable. Landry,
he former owner of Country Fitness in
Okotoks, decided to capitalize on his housing
investment and moved to Unity, Sask. about a
month ago — a town with a population of
approximately 2,800 and an hour-and-a half
drive west of Saskatoon. The house he raised
his family in Okotoks sold for $460,000; the
newer house he purchased in Unity was
$175,000. But Landry was told by his realtor
he could sell his new house for another
——  — $50,000 before he even moved in.

: “The boom is really coming on here now
because the housing market there in Alberta
has gotten so way out of hand that most
people can't afford it so they have no choice

but to come back to Saskatchewan,” Landry said.

But not everything is hunky dory in Saskatchewaditha@ugh an influx of population and higher valueshmuses is what many people have wanted in
the prairie province for years, there are someiplessetbacks to Saskatchewan’s recent boom. Laamkiyowledged Saskatchewan may become too
much like Alberta, for good or bad. The rising Hagsmarket in Saskatchewan is a great thing fosehsho already own houses or for those with a
big bank account from a major sale in Alberta, heeveLandry said those not in the market may enduifering like many in Alberta as housing
prices climb to levels never seen before.

“The infrastructure headaches that are going dbalgary and Edmonton are going to be going on gk&aon and Regina. | was just watching the
Saskatoon news and they were talking about pedpiehave normal jobs who can’t even afford basit aeymore,” Landry said.

“The job market is good, but | don’t think there @nough high-paying jobs to keep up with the wdlgiion on everything else is going,” Landry
said, adding that he believes it would be a goouytt the industry would slow down a little so thaflation would drop.

However, Alan Migneault, CEO of the Saskatoon Regjiccconomic Development Authority (SREDA), welcantiee economic and housing growth
to Saskatoon and Saskatchewan. Major developmentakang place in Saskatoon and surrounding dreeause to many Saskatoon is one of the
most desirable places in the province to live. aherage price for a house in Saskatoon rose frd@@,800 in June 2006 to $252,000 by June of this
year. That is a major jump in only one year, howeampared to Calgary’s average of $429,000 fanush, Saskatoon remains a reasonably priced
city to buy. With one of the country’s lowest undayment rates at 4.3 per cent and an annual ioflatite of 3.2 per cent, approximately half of
Calgary and Edmonton, Migneault said Saskatchewagaidy for the economic upturn.

“We have a strong labour market growth that is tlping the boom and construction of housing dsagdeading that requirement for new home
construction,” Migneault said.

Migneault said Saskatoon has one of the most dfiet£conomies in Canada. He said the Conferemmeedof Canada reports that in 2006 the only
industry that didn’t have significant growth wasieglture, oil and gas and mining (combined). Hoar\he said every other industry was strong and
in 2007 there were no declines in all industries ‘@nsignificant increase in the industries surding oil and gas, mining and agriculture.”

“We don’t have pump jacks in downtown Saskatoon,aoaund us we con

tribute to that economy,” Migneault said.

Although Migneault couldn’t comment specificallyashow many Albertans are moving to the greenwnite land, he said during the first two
quarters of the year, Saskatchewan had a net iigraft2,000 people, of which he assumed a sigmificumber of those were from Alberta.
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Saskatchewan is indeed growing quickly, but Migittezaid Landry’s concern over Saskatchewan beiagtxt Alberta with its infrastructure and
affordable housing issues is unlikely.

“We have a market nearby that we can look at archesan example of some strong growth in simildustries that we have in relationship in
Saskatchewan.” As a result, we are in a very gasitipn to learn from recent examples in CalgagmBnton and Vancouver,” Migneault said,
adding that the City of Saskatoon is committedffardable housing before it gets too difficult foeople to find affordable places to live.
Saskatchewan'’s Culture

Unknown to many Albertans, Saskatchewan, and Saskapecifically, has always had a strong sensmiglie culture and identity. Up until
recently, Saskatoon’s evolution was that of a sgpagntity to many other cities in the countryShskatoon there are many independent stores and
restaurants that successfully compete with bignshand brand name box stores (Saskatoon didnitsgatst Starbucks until four years ago). As well,
Saskatoon’s University of Saskatchewan attractplpeoom all over Canada and the world with its tafe levels of education. And one can't forget
the natural beauty displayed throughout Saskatodritee province as a whole as the provincial gavemt has kept development of natural
resources to a minimum. With the trend of Albertem@ving back to Saskatchewan and the oil industking a more significant impact in the
province, many are concerned Saskatoon may lose ebits individual character.

Jackie Davies and Elyse Nelubowich, two retail eisges at the clothing store Divine located on Stmkn’s trendy Broadway Avenue, said it
sometimes upsets them that Saskatoon has noteddbi artistic recognition it deserves. The pgieed that with big cultural events, such as the
annual Jazz and Fringe festivals, along with a majoand thriving music scene, it would be disapipog for Saskatoon to lose its distinctiveness.

“I don’t think we will ever turn into another Calgabecause we have such diversity in art and ajltiNelubowich said, adding that Saskatoon has a
more communal feel than cities like Calgary and Bidion.

“You can get to know someone randomly usually if gay you are from Saskatoon. That's a conneatidself. We're not quarantined off in
sections,” referring to Calgary’s quadrants.

Davies concurred with Nelubowich.

“Saskatoon is a hidden secret, that's why it's ay” Davies said. “We've expanded on our own witthoutside industries. Now all of a sudden
people are realizing that. I'm proud to be fromka&son and that’s why it hurts when people doretlsew amazing it is. We're going through a
boom and it's kind of scary, but it's nice to see oity growing. But it's our baby and | don’t wahto grow too much.”

Whether or not the boom in Saskatchewan will betipesn the long run has yet to be seen. Cledrbygustainability of the growth will be
determined through proper governmental managerBenin the meantime, many are thankful Saskatchesvéinally seeing some of the wealth
Alberta has known for years. And people in Landpgsition are finally finding a place in Saskatchewo utilize their success from wise
investments in Alberta.



